1866]           THE JAPANESE INDEMNITY            561

hundred thousand dollars have been received. The Japan-
ese have now requested delay in the payment of the other
installments. Seward's letter was very arrogant, dictator-
ial, and mandatory. This Government would consent to
no delay; immediate and full payment must be promptly
made, unless the two other powers decided on a different
course, when our hostile policy would yield and conform to
theirs. I was disgusted and said so.

There was, moreover, a by-transaction in which Thur-
low Weed and Lansing of Albany, a brother-in-law of the
Minister, were interested to the amount of several hundred
thousand dollars in gold, which had been intrusted to their
hands under the advisement of the Minister for building
ships years ago. When the war came on in Japan these two
gentlemen with Japanese money in their pockets desired
our Government to take the vessel which they had then
built. President Lincoln, when I declined the purchase, was
appealed to. He had one or two interviews with me, and
as I considered the proceeding improper he put his name to
a paper expressing a wish that she might be taken into our
service. But I was finally successful, though with much
difficulty, in resisting the scheme. Difficulties between our
Government and Japan on other subjects relieved Weed
and company in their matters.

When, therefore, Seward read his letter to-day, I ex-
pressed a wish that if a refusal were to be sent, it might be
less harsh. I preferred, if he so shaped our relations that
we must be tied to England and France, they should take
the initiative, and we, acting independently, should con-
sent to a reasonable delay even if they did not assent.
This, I thought, sufficiently humiliating. Seward was not
pleased. Stanton saw the point of my suggestion and
doubted whether we should complicate ourselves with the
other powers. No other one made a remark or asked a
question to draw me out. They saw, which indeed was
very perceptible, that Seward was nettled, and. they knew
not the preceding history.